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The University of Florida Dermatology Residency Pro-
gram was founded in 1992 by Franklin Flowers MD, as
a division of the Department of Internal Medicine. Dr.
Flowers, a board certified dermatopathologist and Mohs sur-
geon, served as the Division Chief of Dermatology upon joining
the University of Florida in 1982. After founding the residency
program, he continued to hold this position until 2000 also
concomitantly served as the first Program Director until 1997.
Stanton K. Wesson MD began his tenure as Program Director in
1997 and continues to serve in the same position today. From
2000 to 2003 Robert Skidmore MD took over as Division Chief
of Dermatology, from 2003 to 2004 Dr. Wesson served as In-
terim Chief, and from then until the present-day Dr. Flowers
returned to serve as Division Chief.

The residency program began with 2 positions in 1992 and this
inaugural class completed their training in 1995. The program
has excelled at training and fostering strong medical derma-
tologists, which has been demonstrated by the majority of early
graduates pursuing careers in private practice, veteran affairs,
and academic dermatology.

In the late 90s, with the help of Ashraf Hassanein MD, the Uni-
versity of Florida was fortunate to offer a dermatopathology
fellowship program under the Department of Pathology. Dr.
Hassanein served as the Fellowship Director, with Dr. Flowers
as the Associate Director. The fellowship has since thrived and
accepts one fellow a year. The department currently has 3 fac-
ulty members in dermatopathology, as well as several visiting
faculty. The current Fellowship Director is Kimberly L. Merkel
MD, who recently took over the position, which had been previ-
ously held by Ann A. Church MD. Both Drs. Church and Merkel
completed their residency training and dermatopathology
fellowships at the University of Florida, in 2010 and 2013, re-
spectively.

In 2012, the Division of Dermatology founded its own depart-
ment, leaving the Department of Medicine. With this new
expansion came a new Chair for the department, Dr. Vladi-

mir Vincek MD Ph.D, who is certified in anatomic and clinical
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pathology by the American Board of Pathology and in dermato-
pathology by the American Board of Dermatology. At this time,
there were only 5 faculty members in the department; however,
this number quickly grew to 11 over the ensuing years. With
this growth, the department left the small quarters in which
it was founded at the Malcolm Randall VA Medical Center in
Gainesville. A brand new multispecialty medical facility called
the University of Florida Health Springhill was built, and the
department now encompasses the 4th floor and is able to serve
patients in general dermatology, pediatric dermatology, surgi-
cal dermatology, and cosmetic dermatology. This growth also
allowed for the addition of 2 residency positions in 2013, which
increased the total number of residents from 6 to 12.

Department Highlights

With these additional resources, the department started focus-
ing on building new strengths. In the 2012 to 2013 academic
year, the program began a research division.The purpose of this
division is to foster career paths in dermatology that include
basic science and clinical research. All residents are required
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to participate in several research projects during the course of
their training. Over the last 2 years, 2 fellowship-trained Mohs
surgeons and 2 board certified pediatric dermatologists have
joined the department. Cosmetic services have blossomed and
our laser armamentarium has grown to include the Palomar
Icon, Candela Alex TriVantage, Candela GentleYag, Palomar
Vectus Diode, Candela CO2RE, and VBeam Perfecta.

The department has also expanded its territory to a clinical
site in Jacksonville, Florida, which opened in 2014 with 2 fac-
ulty members. Residents rotate at this site weekly, which gives
them a chance to serve a different patient demographic in
Northeast Florida. Rotations at the Malcom Randall VA also al-
low residents the unique opportunity to care for the myriad of
veterans’ dermatologic needs.

The program plans to further its growth over the next 3 to 4
years, and establish a Mohs micrographic surgery and der-
matologic oncology fellowship and pediatric dermatology
fellowship by 2020. We are also actively recruiting new faculty
to continue expanding our basic and clinical science research.

As we embark upon this 2016 to 2017 academic year, we can
use the foundations upon which this department was built to
continue improving patient care through research, passion, and
integrity.

The University of Florida Department of Dermatology takes
pride in being a family striving for excellence. Since the pro-
gram received its first residents in 1992, every resident who has
sat for the American Board of Dermatology exam has passed.
The program has also been successful in maintaining ACGME
accreditation since its establishment.

The department also believes in giving back by providing care
to disadvantaged individuals and families who would not
otherwise receive care, through active collaboration for over
20 years with the Alachua County Outreach Rural Network
(ACORN) Clinic. Furthermore, the department works with the
University of Florida College of Medicine to provide dermatol-
ogy education to medical students.

Dr. Wesson, the current Residency Program Director, and other
faculty members have also provided mentorship and guidance
for numerous students in their efforts to obtain a residency
position in the field. The majority of students who have taken
advantage of these mentorship opportunities have matched
into dermatology. Additionally, from 2008 to 2013, each graduat-
ing class has had one resident remain within the department as
a junior faculty member in order to cultivate their interests be-
fore transitioning to careers outside of academic dermatology.

The University of Florida Department of Dermatology has a

rich history and is comprised of compassionate and driven
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individuals who strive for excellence as an interdisciplinary
team in all aspects of dermatology.
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