
Over the past 4 decades, topical retinoids have become standard therapy for the treat-
ment of acne vulgaris. The market has grown to encompass multiple formulations of 
tretinoin and other next-generation topical retinoids such as adaplene and tazarotene. 

Tazarotene is unique amongst all other topical retinoids because of its dual role as a US Food and 
Drug Administration–approved treatment option for both acne vulgaris and psoriasis vulgaris.

A common overall impression often voiced in dermatology circles is that tazarotene is the most 
effective topical retinoid for acne treatment but carries the greatest risk for cutaneous irritation. 
Although this may be true based on many studies with the 0.1% gel formulation of tazarotene, 
the availability of tazarotene cream has improved the adaptability of topical tazarotene for clini-
cians. Additionally, tazarotene has continued to maintain its established role as a widely used 
and reliably effective treatment option for a range of patients with acne. As clinicians have 
gained experience with the product over the years, they have come up with several different 
ways of using tazarotene for their acne patients. One of the most recent studies demonstrated 
the benefits of combined use of tazarotene with topical dapsone in acne patients, where dap-
sone’s unique anti-inflammatory properties may help to overcome retinoid irritation. The pages 
ahead explore the substantial data related to the use of tazarotene in the treatment of acne—
data that taken together suggest that dermatology providers continue to rely on the drug, alone 
or in combination with other treatments, for many of their patients with acne.

As a final and important thought, tazarotene still does not have a generic substitution. This gives 
us the confidence that our patients will receive what we actually prescribe.
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